World Congress of Rusyns Continues its Work

Editor’s note: This article was adapted and edited from
several articles from RuthenPress which were posted on
the internet. For the most part, spelling as written by
the original author was used.

eled to four Rusyn villages in Maramures—
Bistrij, Kruchuniv, Vishnja Rivna and Tisa.

On Saturday evening there was a literary and

With the reading of a letter of greetings from the musical program with performances by guests
Prime Minster of Romania and a welcoming speech ~ {fom Slovakia, Croatia and Romania. During
by Sighetu Marmatiei mayor Eugenii Godza, the the program the Dukhnovych Prize for the best

plenary meeting of delegates and guests of the 9th book written in the Rusyn language was

World Congress of Rusyns began. awarded to three young writers from Serbia—
Slavko Vinaji, Natalija Ribovic and Ivan Med-

The World Congress began on Thursday, June 21 jesi for their collection Triolohija (Novi Sad,

with the arrival of delegates and guests from ten 20006).

countries: Hungary, Poland, the United States and

Canada, Serbis, Slovakia, Romania, Ukraine, Croa- The World Forum of Rusyn Youth also met on

tia and the Czech Republic. In total, more than 80 Saturday afternoon. Two new youth organiza-

delegates and around 200 program participants and tions from Croatia and Romania were accepted

guests attended. as members of the Forum. Slavko Zagorski of

Poland was elected the new president of the
World Forum of Rusyn Youth.

The official work of the congress began with an
exhibition of photographs and promotions for
books in the Romanian language by Paul Robert
Magocsi and Marija Mal’covsk.

On Saturday, the Congress
worked in five commissions
and their chair people re-
ported on recent activities.
Saturday’s program also in-
cluded, presentations by all
nine participating delegations
reporting on their activities
since the last congress; adop-
tion of official symbols for
Rusyns—flag, coat of arms
and the hymn adopted
Dukhnovych’s
song.“Rusnak.” (Ya Rusin
Byl;- I Was, Am, and Will be
Rusin) and unveiling of a me-
morial plaque in the center of .
Sighetupco?nmemorating the nearly Official Rusyn Flag

100 Orthodox Rusyns who in 1913- Adopted by the World Council of Rusyns
1914 were arrested and tried by the | Top stripe is a medium blue, middle stripe is white, and
Austro-Hungarian state for reli- lower stripe is red. The coat of arms —a read bear facing

gious reasons. blue and gold stripes.
On Saturday afternoon guests and

participants of the Congress trav-
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REPORT OF THE DELEGATION FROM NORTH AMERICA TO THE
NINTH WORLD CONGRESS OF RUSYNS

SIGHET, ROMANIA, JUNE 22, 2007
Paul Robert Magocsi, Chairman

The delegation from North America represented
in the World Congress comprises six organiza-
tions from the United States and Canada. These
include the Carpatho-Rusyn Research Center in
association with the Carpatho-Rusyn Society, the
Carpathian Institute International, and the Rusin
Association, all based in the United States, and
the Rusyn Society of North America and World
Academy of Rusyn Culture based in Canada.

Most of the activity carried out by these organi-
zations during the past two years has focused on
scholarly and cultural activity, lobbying work
among foreign states and the United States gov-
ernment, and financial assistance to promote
Rusyn culture and education in the European
homeland. I shall provide here just a few words
about the work of each of these organizations
from the time of our last congress in 2005 until
the present.

The newest of our organizations is the Carpa-
thian Institute International headed by one of our
delegates, Professor Paul Best, who organized an
international scholarly conference in Przemysl,
Poland last spring, dealing with what he called
the Fourth Rus’. The Institute also provided sup-
port for the publication of Father Dymytrii Sy-
dor’s bi-lingual grammar of the Rusyn language.
The Rusin Association of Minnesota sponsored a
conference on the future of Rusyns as a commu-
nity in the United States. The Rusyn Society of
North America continued to sponsor social activ-
ity among the Vojvodinian Rusyn community in
Canada, and through its chairman Julian Sabados
(who is a delegate in the audience) it funded the
publication of an English translation of a collec-
tion of poetry by Diura Papharhai, the first laure-
ate of the Dukhnovych Prize for Rusyn Litera-
ture.

The oldest existing Rusyn organization in North

America is the Carpatho-Rusyn Research Center.
It continues to distribute thousands of books and
other published materials about Rusyns to indi-

viduals and institutions worldwide. Among these
materials is the very popular brochure, Carpatho-
Rusyns, which appeared in revised Slovak-
language and Rusyn-language editions. Since the
brochure first appeared in 1995, it has been pub-
lished in nine languages (the most recent edition
is in Czech) in a total 62,000 copies. The Car-
patho-Rusyn Research Center also coordinates
fund-raising for Rusyn-language schools in
Ukraine and Slovakia, and it administers the an-
nual Dukhnovych Prize for the best work in
Rusyn literature.

In terms of individual membership, the largest
organization in North America is the Carpatho-
Rusyn Society, headed by John Righetti and its
new vice-president Maryann Sivak, who for the
first time is at the World Congress here, in Sighet.
The Carpatho-Rusyn Society has nine branches
throughout the United States. The Washington,
D.C. branch of the Carpatho-Rusyn Society is
headed by Victor Haburchak—also for the first
time a delegate to the World Congress. The
Washington branch has been especially active in
educating the United States government and Con-
gress on behalf of Rusyns in Europe, and it has
organized meetings for the chairman of the World
Congress of Rusyns with the embassies of eight
countries and the European Union. The Carpatho-
Rusyn Society is one of the three main contribu-
tors in support of Rusyn-language schools in Slo-
vakia and Ukraine. It has also brought two folk
ensembles from Slovakia for concert tours in the
United States. The Carpatho-Rusyn Society con-
tinues to publish the New Rusyn Times (whose
editor Richard Custer is a delegate with us today),
but the society’s biggest concern is to raise funds
to renovate the National Carpatho-Rusyn Cultural
Center housed in the former Byzantine Catholic
Cathedral in Munhall, Pennsylvania.

The World Academy of Rusyn Culture headed
by Steven Chepa (one of our delegates at this
congress) continues to be the largest financial



supporter for Rusyn cultural and educational activity in the European homeland. The Academy supports
Rusyn web-sites in North America and Slovakia, it provides an annual fellowship at the University of
Toronto for scholars from Europe writing on Rusyn-related topics, and it funds two awards: the
Dukhnovych Prize for Rusyn Literature, and the Chepa Award for Lifetime Achievement on Behalf of
Rusyn Culture. Recently , the Steven Chepa Fund has been created at the University of Toronto; it has
already provided funds for new textbooks and other materials for Rusyn-language classes, and has con-
tributed funds to prepare for publication the two-volume Rusyn-Russian dictionary by Igor Kercha and
the revised version of the Rusyn Orthographic Dictionary by Vasyl’ Iabur and Anna Plishkova.

The most ambitious project sponsored through the Steven Chepa Fund is the illustrated book, The Peo-
ple From Nowhere, published in a beautiful full-color format by V. Padiak in Uzhhorod. The book has
already appeared in four editions: Ukrainian (2,000 copies), English (4,000 copies), Rusyn (5,500 cop-
ies), and Romanian (3,000 copies). Slovak-and Polish-language editions are in process. Aside from
printing costs, the Chepa Fund has provided funds to distribute the book gratis to libraries, government
institutions, and individuals in Ukraine, Slovakia, Poland, Hungary, and Romania. The People From
Nowhere is not just another history book but rather emphasizes a very important conceptual point: that
Rusyns are not a small minority living in one country, but that their homeland is Carpathian Rus’, a his-
toric territory that includes Lemko Rus’ in Poland, PreSov Rus’ in Slovakia, Subcarpathian Rus’ in
Ukraine, and Maramorosh Rus’ in Romania. From various parts of Carpathian Rus’ Rusyns emigrated
and formed communities in the Vojvodina, the Czech Republic, and North America. School programs,
in particular, need to be aware and promote this broader and more comprehensive understanding of
Rusyn history and culture.

Rusyn organizations in North America cooperate and complement each other. They do not waste time
fighting and denigrating each other. Together they will continue to do what they can to assist Rusyn
culture, education, and scholarship in our common homeland, Carpathian Rus’.
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Don't tell me you're going to the World Congress of

Rusyns in Rumania. If | know you, you'll get yourself

some rum in the bar and that'll be your congress.
Mesaénik infoRUSIN - &.6, jin 2007
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